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SCHOLAR ACCOMPLISHMENTS
THE 69TH 

CLASS 

OF  

PULLMAN 

SCHOLARS
“A ser educado es tener los 

mejores oportunidades,” or “To be 
educated is to have the best 

opportunities” 

 JULISSA GARCIA 
University of 

Illinois, Chicago, 2018

“I arrived here during my 
sophomore year in high school. I spoke 

no English, and I failed American 
history and English … but I was at the 
top of my class in math and science.”

 DR. PETER STANG 
DePaul University, 1963 
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The Sixth Annual Pullman 

Scholar Symposium, 
May 17, 2019, 

University of  Chicago’s 
Gleacher Center 
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When I was growing up in the 50s and 60s, I had a toy 
called an Magic 8-Ball. This was a large black sphere similar 
to the 8-ball in pool, except that it was much larger and had 
a flat bottom in which answers, such as “Definitely,” “Yes,” 
“Maybe,” and “No” appeared when the ball was shaken after 
asking a “yes-no” question about the future. Of course, like 
every crystal ball, it lied…I am still waiting for the pony that 
it said I was “definitely” going to get in 1961.

For some odd reason, that memory made me start thinking 
about the Pullman Foundation, and I realized that the 
Foundation is all about the future…the future of our 
scholars. By helping our scholars achieve their dream of 
a college education through scholarship assistance, the 
Foundation helps them graduate with reduced debt. The 
graduating class of 2018 had an average debt of $8,532  
upon graduation. As a result, each scholar’s future is 
definitely brighter.

While this outcome is the core mission of the Pullman 
Foundation, the Board of Directors decided that as the 
70th anniversary of the Foundation in 2020 was rapidly 
approaching more needed to be done to ensure the future of 
the Foundation. Last January, the Board of Directors began a 
series of strategic planning sessions to examine the future of 
the Pullman Foundation (without the use of a Magic 8-Ball). 
What came out of those sessions was very interesting.

It was determined that there were four major areas requiring 
attention. The first is to expand Foundation services to our 
scholars, which could include for example, the development 
of programs that provide non-monetary assistance to 
enhance the Foundation’s monetary assistance.  

The second area is that the Foundation should continue to 
expand its outreach to its approximately 14,000 alumni by 
establishing connected communities. 

The third area is for the Board to examine different ways to 
enhance the Foundation’s portfolio through fundraising, not 
only to ensure the Foundation’s financial future, but also to 
meet the continuing needs of students in Cook County. 

Finally, the fourth area is to grow the Foundation’s  
support of deserving students through either increased 
award amounts or an increase in the number of  
scholarships awarded. 

It is obvious that we do not need to ask an Magic 8-Ball 
to answer the question “Is the future of the Pullman 
Foundation a bright one?” We already know that the answer 
is “Yes!” and I can assure you that answer is much more 
believable than the one to my pony question.

Barbara Miller Kaufman
Board President

Since the very first class of Pullman Scholars started 
their college journey, the Foundation has stayed true to a 
core belief—that with an education, anyone can succeed 
regardless of where they were born or their economic 
background. Over and over again Pullman Scholars prove 
that with opportunity and support, it is possible to achieve 
the American Dream. 

We also want to ensure that today’s Pullman Scholars 
graduate college with as little debt as possible. Thank 
you for making this possible! This past year has been one 
of incredible growth and with your support, we reached 
many new milestones, including growing our revenue 
from fundraising. This increase in income means more 
programming and educational support for current scholars, 
and more scholarships awarded in the future.  

On behalf of all of our scholars, the Foundation’s staff, and 
board, thank you for helping to make this past year one 
filled with so much growth and so many accomplishments. In the spring of this year, 28 young people became the 69th 

cohort of Pullman Foundation Scholars. Like the 68 cohorts 
before them, they are smart and determined, they represent 
Chicago’s diverse communities, and they are now on course 
to achieve their dreams by first earning a college degree.

ROBIN REDMOND

LET TER FROM THE BOARD PRESIDENT BARBARA KAUFMAN

LET TER FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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Letters
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Terey Tellez
Carl Schurz High School
University of Illinois at  
Urbana-Champaign

Jorge Ulloa
George Washington High School
University of Illinois at  
Urbana-Champaign

Inara Virani
Senn High School
University of Illinois at Chicago

Tabitha Willis
Marian Catholic High School
Ohio State University

Melanie Zuniga
Resurrection College Prep High 
School
Loyola University Chicago

To learn more about the 
2018-2019 scholar cohort and 
scholar statistics, please visit the 
Foundation’s website at  
www.pullmanfoundation.org.

Orlando Abrego
Intrinsic Schools
University of Illinois at Chicago

Ifeoluwa Atunnise
Whitney M. Young Magnet 
High School
University of Illinois at  
Urbana-Champaign

Yasmeen Baker
Victor J. Andrew High School
Bradley University

Liliya Bandurovych
Lane Technical College 
Preparatory High School
University of Illinois at  
Urbana-Champaign

Catherine Buchaniec
Maine West High School
Northwestern University

Jakelin Cervantes
Jones College Prep High School
University of Wisconsin-
Madison

Ka Wai Cheung
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
College Preparatory High School 
University of Illinois at  
Urbana-Champaign

Chisom Chima
Senn High School
Loyola University Chicago

Luis Cordero
Lane Technical College 
Preparatory High School
Davidson College

Julia Jakubiak
Glenbrook South High School
University of Minnesota, Twin 
Cities

Samuel Johnson
Saint Joseph High School
DePauw University

Tira Jones
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
College Preparatory High School
Howard University

Hannah Kim
Classical Consortium Academy
Savannah College of Art and 
Design

Daniel Moreno
Lincoln Park High School
University of Illinois at  
Urbana-Champaign

Erika Perez
Prosser Career Academy
DePaul University 

Abril Pereznegron
Pritzger College Prep
University of Wisconsin-Madison

Alan Phung
Lincoln Park High School 
Denison University

Taofeeq Rasaki
Walter Payton College Preparatory 
High School
University of Southern California

Keyla Ruiz
Golder College Prep
George Washington University

Ruby Ruiz
Roosevelt High School
Loyola University Chicago

Weronika Rybarska
Steinmetz College Prep High 
School
Illinois State University

Omar Shahid
Sullivan High School
University of Illinois at Chicago

Jade Stepney
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
College Preparatory High School
Howard University
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Meet the 69th 
Class of Pullman 
Scholars

Scholar Accomplishments

69JUAN ANGULO (MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY) 
IS WORKING FOR NORTHROP GRUMMAN IN THEIR RANCHO  

BERNARDO LOCATION AS A VEHICLE ENGINEER.

YARA ISMAIL (DEPAUL UNIVERSITY) WAS HIRED AT GOLIN PR 
AGENCY IN CHICAGO AFTER INTERNING WITH THE COMPANY. 

SHE NOW WORKS ON THE MCDONALD’S ACCOUNT.

DEJAH POWELL (CORNELL UNI-
VERSITY) BEGAN WORK AS AN 
ANALYST AT CIVIC CONSULT-

ING ALLIANCE IN CHICAGO AND 
CONTINUES TO WORK ON HER 

NONPROFIT, GET THEM TO THE 
GREEN, WHICH AIMS TO FOSTER 

LOVE FOR THE ENVIRONMENT 
AMONG CHICAGO YOUTH. 

AHMED SYED (YALE 
UNIVERSITY) IS AN AS-

SOCIATE AT NOVANTAS, 
A FINANCIAL CONSULT-
ING FIRM IN CHICAGO.

ADELAIDE CURRY (UNI-
VERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT 

URBANA-CHAMPAIGN) 
ACCEPTED A POSITION 
AS A MANUFACTURING 

ENGINEER AT FORD MO-
TOR COMPANY IN LIVO-

NIA, MI.

“After the completion of a dual major in communication studies and environ-
mental policy, I hope to work as an editorial journalist for the New York Times, 
Mother Jones, or the Washington Post. Furthermore, I would like to attend 
law school and eventually serve as an environmental policy advisor within 
the U.S. State Department in order to form global economic regulations.” 

– Catherine Buchaniec

“I hope to receive a double 
major in Political Science or 
Sociology and Spanish, then 
go on to attend law school 
and become a lawyer. I 
would like to specialize in 
children's advocacy.”

– Julia Jakubiak

“I hope to attend art school 
and become an illustrator in 
the animation industry, first 
working on concept art for 
animated films then even-
tually directing animated 
movies and owning my own 
animation studio.”

– Hannah Kim

“I aspire to earn a bache-
lor’s degree in communica-
tions and attend law school, 
in order to become a public 
defender in the Juvenile Jus-
tice System.” 

– Erika Perez

“After attending undergrad-
uate school, I plan on study-
ing medicine to be an ER 
physician or a general sur-
geon. After I am established 
in my career, I will open 
some businesses and give 
back to my community here 
in Chicago.” 

– Jade Stepney

“That is my American Dream—to 
live a life of purpose and doing the 
things that some may say that I  
cannot.” 

– Tierra Goldston



Julissa Garcia

UNIVERSIT Y OF ILLINOIS AT CHICAGO, 2018

Julissa with her dad, Jesus Garcia Espinoza
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For Julissa Garcia, her family home is more than the just the 
house where she was raised. It’s a symbol of who she is, what 
she has accomplished, and who she knows she will become. 

Julissa’s parents grew up in a small farm village in Mexico 
where they raised livestock and grew agave. Their belief 
in hard work, perseverance, and opportunity, values 
they imparted on their three children, led them to settle 
in Cicero, Illinois, where Julissa was raised. “My father 
was the first of his siblings to move to the U.S.,” Julissa 
recalls.  “He would always point out that the best thing 
he could give us was this chance to pursue the American 
Dream and become educated. ‘A ser educado es tener los 
mejores oportunidades—to be educated is to have the best 
opportunities,’ he would tell my sister, my brother, and me.”  

As a student at Morton East High School, Julissa took her 
father’s words to heart, pushing herself by taking advanced 
placement courses in biology and engineering and earning 

“A SER EDUCADO ES TENER LOS
MEJORES OPORTUNIDADES,”—“TO BE EDUCATED 

IS TO HAVE THE BEST OPPORTUNITIES” 

college credits. Her hard work paid off. She was awarded a 
Pullman Foundation Scholarship to study at University of 
Illinois at Chicago (UIC), graduating this past May with a 
bachelor’s degree in bioengineering.  

“The day I graduated from UIC was not only my 
accomplishment but also the realization of my parents’ 
dream for their children to get an education. My parents 
laid the foundation, but I would not have been able to 
accomplish my goals without the help of my family and the 
Pullman Scholar Community.”   

Having recently graduated and accepted a position as a post-
market regulatory engineer, Julissa is already thinking about 
the next generation. “In addition to the younger Pullman 
Scholars I have gotten to know, I have two nieces, Emily and 
Elise. I want them and the younger scholars to know that if I 
accomplish my dreams of becoming a bioengineer, they can 
also see their dreams become a reality.” •

“To be educated is to have 
the best opportunities”



My dream of becoming 
a bioengineer could not 
have been realized without 
the support of my family 
and my community.  I 
hope to inspire the next 
generation to achieve 
their goals in the same 
way that my family and my 
community inspired me.”

“
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Julissa with her nieces, Emily and Elise



Dr. Peter Stang

A $500 SCHOLARSHIP MAY NOT 
SOUND LIKE MUCH TODAY—BUT 
BACK THEN IT MADE A HUGE 
DIFFERENCE TO US.” 

When an eighth grader watches his mother make cabbage 
and sees the chance to create a scientific indicator, then you 
know that child is destined to become a chemist. 

Today Peter Stang (DePaul University ’63) still experiments 
and invents … on a scale that’s earned him National 
Academy of Sciences membership as well as countless 
national and international awards, including the National 
Medal of Science and four honorary doctorates. 

But he’s walked a complicated path between then and now.

Stang was a teenager during the 1956 Hungarian uprising 
against Soviet rule. “The revolution was successful for 
a few days,” he recalls. “Then one night my father, who 
spoke English, was listening to the BBC on the radio. They 
reported that three Russian divisions had crossed the border 
into Hungary. My father announced: ‘Tomorrow, we leave.’”

That night the entire family – Stang, his parents, and two 
sisters – packed a few things. They caught a westbound train 
in the morning and disembarked that night to start a 25-
mile trek across the Hungarian/Austrian border on foot. 

Ultimately, they found their way to Chicago. “I arrived here 
during my sophomore year in high school,” Stang recalls. “I 
spoke no English, and I failed American history and English 
… but I was at the top of my class in math and science.” 

Stang’s scientific acumen earned him a spot in DePaul 
University’s freshman class, and the George M. Pullman 
Educational Foundation made it possible to accept the offer. 
“I’m sure my father didn’t make a lot of money as a security 
guard, and he and my mother had three kids to educate,” he 
says. “A $500 scholarship may not sound like much today – 
but back then it made a huge difference to us.” 

After graduating, Stang earned two prestigious National 
Institutes of Health fellowships that took him first to the 
University of California (Berkeley) for his Ph.D. and then 
to Princeton University for his postdoctoral work. Today he 
is distinguished professor and David P. Gardner Presidential 
Chair of organic chemistry at the University of Utah. 

A luminary in his field, Stang most recently earned  
accolades for his work with a team that invented, developed, 
and systematized a way for small organic molecules to  
self-assemble into larger geometric shapes. These compounds 
show promise for one day shrinking tumors and  
detecting explosives. 

Stang attributes his success to hard work and good fortune. 
Despite a harrowing journey that transplanted him from his 
Hungarian hometown of 900 to a large American city where 

DEPAUL UNIVERSIT Y,  1963  

President Barack Obama awards Dr. Stang with the 2010 National Medal of Science
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“You do your best and 
hope for some luck. Awards 

are auxiliary.  The most 
important thing is to follow 

your passion.” 

“



he didn’t speak the language, he never lost sight 
of his priorities. With the help of his Pullman 
Foundation Scholarship, he was able to shape 
his life’s work around his extraordinary gift for 
scientific exploration. “You do your best and hope 
for some luck,” he says. “Awards are auxiliary. The 
most important thing is to follow your passion.” •

Dr. Stang is a distinguished professor of organic chemistry at the University of Utah
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I arrived here during my 
sophomore year in high school,” 
Stang recalls. “I spoke no English, 
and I failed American history and 
English … but I was at the top of 
my class in math and science.”

“





On Monday, May 21, 2018, the Foundation hosted the 
5th annual Pullman Scholar Symposium. Dr. George 
Gloeckler (University of Chicago ‘60) shared his inspiring 
story of fleeing the Soviet siege of Ukraine to become 
one of the world’s most renowned space physicists. Mark 
Hudson (Southern Illinois University Carbondale ‘85) was 
presented with this year’s Most Valuable Alumnus award 
for his outstanding dedication to our scholar community. 
Scholars spent the day attending personal and professional 
development sessions. 
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SCENES 
FROM THE 
ANNUAL 
PULLMAN  
SCHOLAR  
SYMPOSIUM
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YEAR



Unique Ways to Make a Difference

BEQUESTS

Memorialize your philanthropic 
interests and your legacy while 
providing for the next generation 
of Pullman Scholars by making a 
bequest to the Foundation for a 
specific amount or percentage of 
your estate.

RETIREMENT  
ACCOUNTS AND LIFE 
INSURANCE POLICIES

Keep the American Dream on  
Track for today’s and future Pullman 
Scholars by naming the Pullman 
Foundation as a beneficiary of 
your 401(k), 403(b), IRA, other 
retirement account, or life  
insurance policy.

CHARITABLE GIFT  
ANNUITIES

This type of donation is a way to 
make an extraordinary gift to support 
Pullman Scholars and receive a steady 
income for yourself or others for 
life. Learn more by contacting the 
Foundation office.

IRA CHARITABLE  
GIFT ROLLOVER

Donors at least 70 ½ years of age 
can make a gift directly to the 
Foundation from their IRA without 
needing to claim the gift as taxable 
income. IRA charitable gift rollovers, 
up to $100,000, can be used to 
satisfy your annual minimum 
distribution requirement. Whether 
if you itemize your taxes or claim the 
standard deduction, you can benefit 
from donating rollovers.

DONOR-ADVISED 
FUNDS

Establishing a donor-advised 
fund may allow you to claim one 
large charitable gift deduction 
this year even though you advise 
annual gifts from your fund to 
support the Pullman Foundation 
over several years. Many funds 
can be established with as little 
as $5,000. If you already hold a 
donor-advised fund at a charitable 
trust (e.g. Fidelity, United Way, 
Schwab Charitable), please consider 
recommending grants from your 
fund to support the George M. 
Pullman Educational Foundation. 

STOCKS AND  
SECURITIES

Savvy investors can maximize their 
philanthropy by donating gifts of 
appreciated securities. In addition to 
being able to claim a charitable gift 
deduction on donated stock, you avoid 
paying capital gains tax. Speak with 
your investor for more information.

Thank you for keeping the American 
Dream within reach for so many 
hardworking young people. For more 
information, please contact  
the Foundation’s development and 
alumni relations director, Patrick 
Murphy, at 312-422-0444 or 
pmurphy@pullmanfoundation.org.
www.pullmanfoundation.org/support 

The Foundation’s financial  
statements and 990s are available  
at www.guidestar.org 
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LILIYA BANDUROVYCH

KOSTADIN PENDEV

JULIA JAKUBIAK

JANE GO

Values  
Statement

“As the first American-born child in my 
family, I feel a desire to prove that the 
struggles of uprooting a family did not 
go unnoticed and unappreciated. I imag-
ine that this is often the drive in life 
for many children of immigrants. They 
strive to achieve great things to show 
their parents that their sacrifice was well 
worth it. I work hard in school knowing 
that in Ukraine, where my family origi-
nates from, teenagers would only dream 
of having opportunities I may not think 
twice about here in the United States. 
This is why I most value my education.”  

– Liliya Bandurovych, University of Illinois 
at Urbana-Champaign ‘22

Vision  
Statement
We believe education is an essential component of 
an individual’s success regardless of a person’s origin 
or economic background.  We aspire to provide our 
scholars with tangible and intangible assets to help 
them achieve their American Dream.

“The thing that I value the most is the 
sacrifice that my parents made by com-
ing to the United States. They could be in 
Bulgaria right now with their childhood 
friends and family. Instead, they chose 
to sacrifice their own lives and come 
here so that I can have a better life and 
future. This is why I feel very passionate 
and obligated to make my parents proud 
by going to college and creating an out-
standing future for myself. I would like to 
fulfill my dream of becoming a comput-
er hardware engineer and their dream of 
seeing me become very successful. With-
out their sacrifice, I would only be able to 
dream about becoming a computer hard-
ware engineer; however, here in the Unit-
ed States, I will be able to become one by 
working vigorously in school and taking 
advantage of all the opportunities and re-
sources available to me.” 

– Kostadin Pendev, Valparaiso University 
‘20

“My perception of the American Dream 
involves embracing the diversity of the 
nation and joining forces with others 
in the creation of a better tomorrow.”  

– Julia Jakubiak, University of Minnesota, 
Twin Cities, ‘22

“[My mother] believed that moving to 
the States would let us have a new be-
ginning. She wanted me to have a life 
free from the burden of my past and 
bloom into whoever I want to be. When 
I first came to America, I had a whole 
life ahead of me that was a blank page.”  

– Jane Go, University of Illinois at Chicago, 
’20 

We believe in hard work, individual effort, and 
personal responsibility.

We believe that integrity, commitment,  
and perseverance are cornerstones to achieving 
any goal.

We believe every person has the capacity to 
achieve the American Dream and contribute to 
the common good through education  
and opportunity.

VIRIDIANA VILLALVA

“Through my parents’ hard work, I real-
ize how lucky I am to have clothing on 
my back and food on the table. Simi-
lar to my parents, I will leave home in 
hopes for a better future for family and 
myself. I dream of an America where 
everyone will have the ability to fair-
ly and freely pursue their happiness.”  

– Viridiana Villalva, Connecticut College 
‘20 
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Luther Terrell
Robert H. Kozlowski

Beatrice Victoria Cook  
Patricia Coppola, D.D.S.  
Ronald Corradin  
Frank Costabile  
Mary Kay "Emmi" Costello 
in honor of Timothy Nuttle
Darlene Cozzi*  
Eileen Crowley  
Pamela Cruz*  
Edward Culbertson  
Cathlynn Curnutt  
in honor of John Howe
Mary Cutler, M.D.  
David Cwi  
John D. Dahl  
Helen Dale, Ph.D.  
William J. Daniels, Ph.D.  
Quinnetta J. Daniels*  
Katherine Davis  
Onita Davis  
Marilou Daza  
Albert Deckys  
Daniel DeLaurentis  
Joseph DeMarco  
Laura DeSpain*  
John DiGaetani, Ph.D.  
Sandra Dilley  
Discover Financial Services  
Colleen Doherty  
Timothy Donovan  
James Dortwegt  
Robert Dortwegt  
Paularie Draine  
Joseph Dsida  
Alan Dudleston  
Gregory Duick, M.D.  
Robert Dulsky  
Deborah Dwyer  
Henry Dykema*  
in honor of Judith Dykema
Gerald Dzakowic, Ph.D.  
Michaelene Edgeworth*  

Miriam Kubinski-Phillips  
Jerry Kuzanek, Ph.D.  
Major Nancy LaLuntas, 
USMC, Retired*  
Peter LaRocca  
Roxanne Laux  
Steven Lee, Ph.D.  
Philip Leerar  
Nerissa Legge  
James R. Lencioni  
John Leonard  
Laura Lesniak  
Robert Lesniewski  
Sherwin Lewis, M.D.  
Lisa Lilly  
John Lisac, D.D.S.  
Joseph Lisac, M.D.  
James Little  
Cassandra Lucas and Andrew 
Miller  
John Lynch  
Thomas Mangan  
Jean and Frank Mannino  
Edwin Mantel  
Lenore Marema  
Anuj Marfatia  
Helen Kit Yee Mark  
Richard Markuszewski, Ph.D.  
Donald Masterson, Ph.D.  
Mary Mastin, M.D.  
JoAnn May  
Maureen McGrath  
in honor of Matthew O'Brien
William McHugh  
Col. James R. McKnight and 
Mrs. Sylvia J. McKnight
Robertha McNeil  
Dr. Richard McPherson  
Paula Harris Meier  
Heather Meissen, Ph.D.*  
Victoria J. Meliska*  
Thomas Meyering, D.D.S.  
John Miller  
Nina Milovac  
Mehvish Mirza  
Deavon Mitchell*  
Nancy Mitchell  
Robert Mohr  
Robert Moore, Ph.D. 
Joseph Moorhead  
Cheryl Moran, Ph.D.  
John Moran  
Alfred Moretti  
Roman Motyka, Ph.D.  
Lawrence Munini  

Ronald Munn  
Ralph Murdy  
in memory of Joel Murdy
Patrick T. Murphy  
Schelly Murphy*  
Raymond Murray  
Barbara Myers  
Earleen Myers-Hickey  
Robert Nakon  
June Namminga  
Lena Neal, Ph.D.  
Janice Neitzel*  
Leo and Marilyn Nelson  
Willard Nelson  
Anthony Newell, M.D.  
Laurance Newman  
Pamela Nicoski-Lenaghan  
Gary Nies  
Jerry Nightingale  
Algis Norvilas  
Kevin Nowak  
Eileen O'Brien*  
Daniel O'Grady  
Joanne O'Malley  
Chris Orlando  
Stephen O'Toole  
David Oyama  
Katherine Pakieser-Reed, Ph.D., 
RN-BC  
in celebration of the Pullman 
Scholar Symposium
Doreen Paluch  
Evelyn Panice  
Steven Pappageorge  
Parents of Pullman Scholars  
David Pasulka  
in memory of Anthony Heneghan
Thomas Pavlovic, M.D.  
Lewis Pegues  
in memory of Harrisel Pegues
Richard P. Peloquin  
Nadine Peterson  
Eileen Phelan  
Nancy Pogel, Ph.D.  
Michael Polacek, M.D.  
Gordon Poley  
Mary Galvin Pollart  
Michael Pope  
The Rev. Sam Portaro, Jr., 
D.Min., and Mr. Christopher
Dionesotes
Barbara Posadas, Ph.D.
in memory of Alipio G. Posadas
John and Suzanne Potter*
in memory of Thomas Meagher

Thank You for Our Success
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We extend our greatest appreciation to you for your support of the Foundation and our scholars 
during the 2017/2018 academic year. 



Steve Zimo  
Georgette Zirbes  
Joseph Zoller  
Steven Zolno  

* Denotes new donors

Bolded donors are 
acknowledged
for their continued, increased
support from the previous 
year.

Thomas K. Poulakidas, D.D.S.  
Mark Pry  
Charles Prysby, Ph.D.  
Susan Purtell*  
Margaret Redman  
in memory of William Redman
Robin C. Redmond 
Dennis Reed  
Therese Reid  
Oksana Revenko-Jones  
Edward Rhyne, Sr.  
Thomas Richards  
Concheita Richardson*  
Donna Ridge  
Ellen Riley  
Gerald Rizzer  
Robert and Ann Redmond  
Russell Robinson, Jr.  
in memory of Carol Fredriksen 
Robinson
Beverly Robinson  
in memory of Dr. Paul Violas, 
College of Education
Audra Rockett  
Graham Rogeness  
William Romano  
James Ronczy  
David Rook  
Susan Roos  
Sheldon Rosenbaum  
in memory of Phyllis Rosenbaum
Louis Roth*  
in honor of Patrick Murphy
Patricia Ruffolo  
Heidi Rykert  
Dorothy Samas  
Walter Sanders III  
Yamile Santiago-Casiano  
Coletta Sargant  
Peter Schafer  
Doris Schertz  
in honor of all the West  
Pullman grads
Dr. Paul Schlueter and Dr. June 
Schlueter  
Joseph Schmidt*  
Judith Schmidt  
Mary Schultze  
Maria Schwartz  
Robert Schwendeman  
Eric Schwent  
David Sellmyer, Ph.D.  

The Munger Society recognizes
those who support the dreams 
and aspirations of future 
Pullman Scholars by making 
meaningful estate gifts to 
the George M. Pullman 
Educational Foundation.

We are deeply grateful to the
following donors for their
outstanding support and 
generosity:

William F. Flynn,  
Washington University in St. 
Louis ’63,  
in memory of James S. Flynn

Ronald Semerdjian, M.D.  
Virag Shah  
Michael Sheehan  
Donte Shelton  
Georgia Shields  
Kathleen Shields*  
Charles Shipan, Ph.D.  
Catherine Shiraiwa  
Robert and Susan Shuftan  
Joyce Siebert  
Edward Simko  
Michelle Sinton  
William Siska, Ph.D.  
in memory of Dr. Peter E. Siska
Veronica Skinner  
Melissa Slade  
Rosetta Slavin  
Maryann Slavinsky  
Diane Smith  
Michael Sobczak  
Carleton Solarski  
Cynthia Soltes  
Elizabeth Spear  
Carol St. Amant  
Norman and Elizabeth Stafford  
Laurel Staley  
Angela Stanford-Butler  
Gloria Stanich  
Karin Steele  
The Rev. Henry Stegenga and 
Mrs. Charmaine Stegenga  
Robert Stellwagen  
Col. James Stewart, USAF, 
Ret.  
in honor of those I left behind in 
Vietnam
Judith Stoleson  
Paul Strasser  
Gordon Stromberg  
Doelynn Strong  
Richard Struber  
Gerald Strutz  
Corey A. Stutts*  
Bruce Sufranski  
David Sullivan  
in memory of Joseph Scarpaci
Mary Szpur  
Theodore Tapper, M.D.  
in memory of Shelly Phillips
Nicholas L. Tarleton*  
TCF Foundation*  

George Gloeckler, Ph.D., 
University of Chicago ‘60

Dirk Hacker  
in memory of Herbert Hacker, 
Illinois Institute of Technology ‘60

Margaret Callaghan Jackisch, 
Ph.D., Saint Mary College ‘59

Gundega Korsts,  
Beloit College ’66, and James E. 
Holden

Stephanie Kromelis,  
Illinois State University ’71, 
and Jack Treadman

Thomas Meagher+,  
University of Illinois at  
Urbana-Champaign ‘67

You can structure your planned gift to the Pullman 
Foundation in ways that work best for you and your 
family. Please consider naming the Foundation as a 
beneficiary in your will, retirement account, or life
insurance policy. The Foundation also accepts charitable 
gift annuities.

For more information, contact the Foundation’s 
development and alumni relations director, Patrick 
Murphy, at 312-422-0444 or  
pmurphy@pullmanfoundation.org.
Learn more at  
www.pullmanfoundation.org/the-munger-society.

Andrew Tinich, Ed.D.  
in memory of Alyne D. Tinich
Virginia Tolefree  
in memory of Mrs. Josephine 
Lovings
Vincent Tolve  
Emil Torkar  
Alleen Tostrud  
Linda Trausch  
Cynthia Trautsch  
Pamela Trent, Ph.D.  
Joseph Tribbia  
Kathleen Tricarico  
Jeffery Tryka  
Patrick Tupa  
Susie H. Turk  
Castellano Turner, Ph.D.  
David Turner  
Thomas Twardowski, Jr.*  
Sarunas Valiukenas  
David Van Noord  
Ruth Van Witzenburg  
Phyllis Volk  
Eric Wagner, D.V.M.  
James Wajda  
Frederick Walker, M.D.  
Stephanie Wasserberg  
Michael Wasserman, M.D.  
Mary Webster Moore, Ph.D.  
William Weiland, Jr.  
Robert and Sally (Carlson) 
Weist  
Dale Wheeler  
Frederic Widlak, Ph.D.  
Earl Willette  
Yvonne Williams  
Carol Ann Williamson  
Eric C. Wilson  
Mark Wohlberg  
Steven Wojcik  
Mary Woolsey  
Shirley A. Worden  
in memory of William P. Worden
Elaine Worth  
Richard Yamada, D.D.S.  
Caryl Yenny  
Janice Yohanan  
in memory of Joseph Yohanan
Richard Yonker  
Philip Yurtis  
Elizabeth Zamojc  
John Zasadzinski, Ph.D.  
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Juan M. Velazquez
Stephanie Wasserberg
Mary Webster Moore, Ph.D.
Jennifer Webster
Jasmeen T. Wellere
Yvonne Williams
Linda Windham
Mary Woolsey
Julie Wu
Jasmine N. Young
Annie Yung
Gerry Zajac, Ph.D.
Elizabeth Zamojc

Thank you to everyone who
volunteered on the 2018 
Scholar Selection Committee!

Lauren L. Adams
Lawrence Albrecht
Victor Andrade
Thomas Arends
Bethsaida Arroyo
Mark Bach
David Bakker
Rhea Banks
Anna Barron
Judith Beniak, DNP
Doris Bernstein
Judith Bird
Jamie Blair-Walker
Thomas Bowen
Carolyn Brennan, Ph.D.
Patricia Brown
Vaudery F. Brown
Marta Budzikowska
Adam Burck
Tiffany Burrow
Colleen F. Calvey
Gillian Campbell
Joan Caulton
Maritza Chavez
Xiomara A. Contreras
Patricia Coppola, D.D.S.
Marlen Cortez
Mary Kay "Emmi" Costello
Pamela Cruz
Clint Cuzzo
Helen Dale, Ph.D.
Anthony Damon
Quinnetta J. Daniels
Karen Daugerdas
Joan DeLuca
Colleen Doherty
Vasanta Doss
Danny Duong
Gerald Dzakowic, Ph.D.
Luanne Ellison
Dennis J. Evashenk
Vincent Finnegan

The 5th Annual Pullman 
Scholar Symposium

Thank you to everyone who
volunteered their time to  
make this annual scholar event  
a great success. 

Deborah Bade 
TJ Boskelly
Samuel Check
John Coleman
Greg Garner
Russ Glover
Mark Hudson 
Stephen Hupp
Alex Lostumbo
Shea Maunsell
Nicholas Mennella
Dr. Robert Moore
Leonna Mote
Phyllis Olson
Tracie Pape
Harish Pavithran
Bhavini Shah
Ben Shuey
Chelsey Smith
Giovanni Spiteri
Rachel Stark
Nicholas L. Tarleton
Alisha Tungare
Susie H. Turk
Julie Walczak
Joseph Zomayah

 

Yekaterina Fishchuk
Angela Fong
David Gamboa, M.D.
Catherine Gardner
Paula Gardner
Contessa Gibson
Michael K. Glynn
Arthur Goewey, Jr.
Carolina Goncalves
Thomas Graca, Ed.D.
Alyse Hammonds
Maribell Heredia
Laureen Higgins
Christine Holtz
Kristine Hrinik
Candi Hudson, Ph.D.
Mark Hudson
Jeanne Hultquist
Enrique Jackson, Ph.D.
Barry Johnson
Charisse Johnson
Nicole Juntunen
Nedra Karim
Lori Kelly, Ph.D.
Sabrina Kendrick, M.D.
Taimoor Y. Khan
Michael Z. Kharouta, M.D.
Joseph Khazen
David Konkol
Stephanie Kromelis
Joseph Kuchta
Neil J. Kuehnle
Anthony Latronica
Crystal Y. Lee
Nerissa Legge
Billy K. Leung
Marco Leyva
Yishi Liang
Debra Marshall
Donald Masterson, Ph.D.
Mary Mastin, M.D.
Shawn J. Mayberry
Michelle McClendon
Vanessa A. McKinney
Kari J. Meyer
John Miller

Nina Milovac
LaRasz Moody
Warren Morgan, Ed.D.
Thomas Moritz, Jr.
Asia N. Muhammad
Ralph Murdy
Veronica Murphy, M.D.
Barbara Myers
Lena Neal, Ph.D.
Armani R. Nightengale
Yasha Noble-Talaga
The Hon. Ramon Ocasio
Katherine Pakieser-Reed, Ph.D., 
RN-BC
Evelyn Panice
Steven Pappageorge
Katerina Patselli
Wardean Patterson
Jean Pekoz Huebner
Nadine Peterson
Thuong T. Phan
Olimpia Pietraszewski
Delois Porter
Michele Postema
Stephanie Quick
Concheita Richardson
Donna Ridge
Adriana Rodriguez
Teresita Rodriguez-Baez
Margaret Rohter
Dixon E. Romeo
Samrin Samad
Gerson S. Santizo
Coletta Sargant
Charles Shipan, Ph.D.
Angela Stathos
Joette Storm
Corey A. Stutts
Bruce Sufranski
David Sullivan
Nicholas L. Tarleton
Jeanine Thiemel
Andrew Tinich, Ed.D.
Vincent Tolve
Lori A. Vacek
Lafakeria Vaughn

Scholar Selection Committee
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Robin Redmond 
Executive Director 

Lisa O’Banner
Director of Administration 

Patrick Murphy
Development and Alumni 
Relations Director 

Anne Stretz
Scholarship Program Manager

Barbara M. Kaufman 
Board President

John P. Hergert 
Vice President 

Marc Christman
Treasurer  

The Rev. Sam A. Portaro, Jr., 
D.Min.
Secretary

Robert W. Fioretti
Assistant Treasurer, Assistant 
Secretary

Kimberley Freedman

Richard Hoskins, Ph.D.

Jeffery A. Tryka 

Susie Turk 

THANK 
YOU
Your support ensures the Foundation 
can carry out its mission of supporting 
the dreams and aspirations of 
outstanding graduating high school 
seniors with merit-based, need-based 
scholarships and continuing educational 
support as they pursue their bachelor’s 
degrees at the college or university of 
their choice. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS PULLMAN FOUNDATION STAFF
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55 W. Monroe St., Suite 3460, Chicago, IL 60603
312.422.0444

www.pullmanfoundation.org


